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Dear Readers,

Recently, while walking through the bustling streets of the national
capital a thought struck me. | passed by a group of young children
playing in a small, green space amidst the concrete jungle. Their
laughter and carefree spirits reminded me of the inherent resilience and
adaptability of youth. It made me think about how, as adults, we often
lose sight of the simplicity and directness with which children approach
life. This observation led me to reflect on the importance of our collective responsibility to

nurture and protect these young citizens, especially in the context of climate change and
urban environments.

Renowned author James Baldwin once said, "Children have never been very good at
listening to their elders, but they have never failed to imitate them." This statement
profoundly aligns with our ethos at ICLEI South Asia. Our actions today shape the world
young children will inherit tomorrow. It is incumbent upon us to set a precedent of
sustainability, compassion, and stewardship of our planet.

This reflection aligns with some of our latest endeavours, which include pioneering studies
in various Indian cities, exploring how young children utilise public spaces and the climate-
related risks they encounter. A recent workshop in Delhi, following events in Kochi and
Guwahati, served not only as a forum for engaging with city officials and educational
institutions but also as a call to action, highlighting the importance of integrating child-
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In our commitment to global climate action and enabling sustainable development, ICLEI
South Asia recently welcomed delegates from 7 Asian nations to the National Capital
Region. This visit showcased India's advancements in electric vehicle (EV) battery
technology and manufacturing. The extensive program included a deep dive into technical
aspects, site visits, policy dialogues, and rich exchanges on topics like battery recycling,
green hydrogen, and decarbonization of mobility. Two other significant milestones this
month were the signing of an MoU with Bhavnagar city in Gujarat, supporting its climate
objectives, and the release of the City Biodiversity Index of ltanagar, where we gave
technical assistance to the Arunachal Pradesh Biodiversity Board.

This month we are excited to introduce ClimaTales - a vibrant comic series that will dissect
the intricate link between cities and climate resilience, simplify complex concepts, and
explore inspiring stories of sustainable development. And we begin with the wonderful
world of wetlands!

In the spirit of collaboration and hope, we continue to showcase more such initiatives and
projects that inspire and empower. Each story, each effort, contributes to a tapestry of
change and resilience that we are proud to be a part of.

Emani Kumar
Deputy Secretary General, ICLEI and Executive Director, ICLEI South Asia

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

Asia LEDS Partnership Study Tour Addresses Key Topics Related to EVs

Participants from seven Asian countries explored battery
technology, manufacturing, and recycling in Delhi NCR as
part of the international study tour organised by the Global
Climate Action Partnership and the Asia LEDS Partnership,
highlighting  cross-border knowledge exchange and
exemplifying cooperation towards clean mobility.

Read More

City Action Plan to Help Bhavnagar Identify Climate Risks, Build Resilience

A memorandum of understanding was signed alongside the

10" Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit between ICLEI South
Asia and Bhavnagar Municipal Corporation on providing
technical guidance and support for developing a Climate
Resilient City Action Plan (CRCAP). The CRCAP will provide
a list of strategies to incorporate green infrastructure and
nature-based solutions to enhance resilience in Bhavnagar.
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Delhi Workshop Unveils Findings on Usage of Public Spaces by Young Children and the

Climate Risks They Face

The workshop in Delhi brought together experts,
policymakers, educational institutes and community
representatives to shed light on the findings from two studies
on how young children, caregivers and pregnant women are
disproportionately affected by climate change, air pollution,
and inadequate access to public spaces that cater to
requirements of Early Childhood Development
(ECD) services.

Read More

Planning Healthy Ecosystems: Itanagar Develops Its City Biodiversity Index

The City Biodiversity Index of Itanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh was released recently by Shri Tame Passang,
Honorable Mayor, ltanagar Municipal Corporation. ICLEI
South Asia provided technical expertise to the Arunachal
Pradesh Biodiversity Board for its development and helped
assess biodiversity indicators across several categories and
offered insights on conservation efforts.

Read More

CLIMATALES - World Wetlands Day
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MORE FROM ICLEI ACROSS THE GLOBE

» ICLEI Elects Regional Leadership
» ICLEI launches its Digitalisation Policy Brief
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Our mailing address is:

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability South Asia
C-3, Lower Ground Floor, Green Park Extension, New Delhi - 110 016, India
Tel. +91-11-4974 7200; Email: iclei-southasia@iclei.org

About ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability

ICLEI — Local Governments for Sustainability is a global network working with more than 2500 local and
regional governments committed to sustainable urban development. Active in 125+ countries, we influence
sustainability policy and drive local action for low emission, nature-based, equitable, resilient and circular

development.

ICLEI firmly believes that sustainable cities are the foundation of a just and sustainable world. We create
systemic change in urban areas through practical, integrated solutions and spark city-to-city and city-to-
region connections. ICLEI brings a strong urban component to national and global sustainability policy and
translates global policy into action. Through our collective efforts, ICLEI is building a sustainable urban

world to shift the trajectory of global development.
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